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Resources 
This file, ActivInspire and Notebook files can be found at: 

https://spiremaths.co.uk/piday/ 
 

Einstein photo  
Photo on page one was taken at Questacon in Canberra, Australia – relevant here 
since Einstein was born on 14 March 1879. 

https://www.questacon.edu.au/visiting/galleries/outdoor/exhibits/einstein-sculpture 
 

Pi Day: activities and ideas for March 14 
Diagrams below are IWB pages each linked to an idea, lesson or resource with key 
shown after. 
 

 
 
Here is the key: the activity titles are given here. 
 
Pi Day of the 
Century and My 
Pi Day 

Freehand Circle 
Drawing Lesson for 
pupils – IWB files 

One million digits of 
pi (first 2000 or so 
are shown here) 

More on the digits of 
pi 

Famous 
birthdays on Pi 
Day 

The Story of Pi 
(Video from NASA) – 
dated animation but 
… 

Domino spiral video 
(lasts 3 m 14 s) 

Numberphile videos 
on pi  

Apple pi: two 
Illuminations 
lessons 

Pi line: Illuminations 
lesson 

Computing pi from 
Illuminations 

Archimedes and 
circles from the 
American 
Mathematical Society 

 
 
 



 
Page 4 of 13 

 SPIRE MATHS: Stimulating, Practical, Interesting, Relevant, Enjoyable Maths For All 
 

http://jamtecstoke.co.uk/ https://spiremaths.co.uk/ 

Pi Day of the Century and My Pi Day 
This was in 2015 on March 14 because in the US date system it was 3/14/15 and at 
9:26:53.589 …  
http://blog.wolfram.com/2015/03/12/pi-or-pie-celebrating-pi-day-of-the-centuryand-
how-to-get-your-very-own-piece-of-pi/ 
 

 
 

 
Make your own pi day tee-shirt: http://mypiday.com/  
 
 

Freehand Circle Drawing Lesson for pupils – IWB files 
Organise a competition on Pi Day 

All materials here: https://spiremaths.co.uk/fcdc/ 
 

One million digits of pi (first 2000 or so are shown here) 
https://www.angio.net/pi/digits/pi1000000.txt  
There’s lots that can be done with these and with more digits. 
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More on the digits of pi 
https://www.angio.net/pi/digits.html  
 
There are other sites, but I like this one. 

 
 

Famous birthdays on Pi Day 
http://www.famousbirthdays.com/march14.html  
There will be other lists, explore and do some mathematics.  
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How many days old is each of these people this year? Our free iPhone APP 
Age-ulator can help with this.  
 
 

The Story of Pi (Video from NASA) – dated animation 
but … 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zXv-m6x5D0 
A 25-minute video now on YouTube that is useful to show some of history and uses of 
pi. First part describes part of the rational for the creation of this video, for other 
sections go to the following times: 
  
2:52 What is the number π? 
5:20 Some uses of π 
7:50 Early history of π 
10:20 A discovery of Archimedes 
13:52 Computation of π 
18:26 Further uses of π 
21:01 Recap 
 
 

Domino spiral video (lasts 3 m 14 s) 
http://www.piday.org/2011/pi-in-dominos/ 
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Numberphile videos on pi (there are now at least 13 to 
choose from) 
A sample of Numberphile π videos 

Index of Numberphile pi videos (there are 13 shown here) 
http://www.numberphile.com/pi/ 
 

 
 
Sounds of π (put digits to music) 
http://www.numberphile.com/pi/pi_sounds.html 
 
π and Buffon’s Needle (drop matches to approximate π) 
http://www.numberphile.com/pi/pi_matches.html 
 
π is Beautiful (put digits in artistic arrangements) 
http://www.numberphile.com/videos/pi_visualisation.html 
 
Calculating π with real pies  
Short version (3 m 14 seconds) 
http://www.numberphile.com/videos/pie_with_pies.html  
Longer version (6 m 28 seconds) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_639045&feature=iv&src_v
id=ZNiRzZ66YN0&v=x4kyFKyCMv0 
 
When the US government nearly made π = 3.2 
http://www.numberphile.com/videos/pie_three_point_two.html (pi as 3.2?) 
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Apple pi: two Illuminations lesson 
http://illuminations.nctm.org/LessonDetail.aspx?ID=L573  
Using estimation and measurement skills, students will determine the ratio of 
circumference to diameter and explore the meaning of π. Students will discover the 
circumference and area formulas based on their investigations. 

 
 

Pi line: Illuminations lesson 
http://illuminations.nctm.org/LessonDetail.aspx?id=L575 
 

 
Students measure the diameter and circumference of various 
circular objects, plot the measurements on a graph, and 
relate the slope of the line to π, the ratio of circumference to 
diameter. 
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Computing pi from Illuminations 
http://illuminations.nctm.org/ActivityDetail.aspx?ID=161 
 

 
 
 

Archimedes and circles from the American Mathematical 
Society 

http://www.ams.org/samplings/feature-column/fc-2012-02 
I like this explanation and then using the calculator shown below to complete the 
calculations. See Story of pi video earlier and repeat Archimedes calculations using 
calculator below with polygons with 6, 12, 24, 48 and 96 sides. 
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Calculator for estimating pi using Archimedes method 
http://instacalc.com/2334 
The calculator allows you to change the values for the inside and outside polygons. 
 

 
 
 

Pi Day images from Illuminations (no longer available) 
http://illuminations.nctm.org/piday.aspx 
Images available for memory and Pelmanism (pairing) activities plus your own ideas. 
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Our iPad and iPhone resources 
Search for Jamtec on the AppStore. We also have other non-mathematics apps. Prices 
correct at 6 October 2015. 
 

 
   Age-ulator  Free: Randomised  £0.79 
 

         
 
 Directed Numbers £0.79: Equivalents £0.79: Multiplication Pairs £0.79 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maths Charts for Jenny Eather  Free:  
Maths Charts for Jenny Eather (Deluxe version)  £3.99 
 

 
 
Grids4Maths £0.79:  GeoDraw £0.79 (iPad only) 
 

Education APPs from Apple 
Half price for volume purchase of some Education APPs 
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Maths APPs for iPads and iPhones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• GeoDraw offers users a choice of 5 grids for use in mathematics and D&T 
lessons. Send/export images with/without grid using: Bluetooth, Email, 
Facebook, Twitter and into Pages or Keynote. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W  

(iPad only) 

Eligible for VPP discount 
(see next page). 

Grids 
Circular 
Isometric: 
horizontal 
Isometric: vertical 
Polar 
Square 

Randomised (79p): for probability lessons. 
Age-ulator (free): for large number work and 
problem solving.  
Grids4Maths (79p): much simpler version of 
GeoDraw for iPhones. 

£0.79 
Change 

Number of grid points  
Grid point size 
Line thickness 
Line colour 
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Volume Purchase 
Programme (VPP) lets 
you buy Apple apps at 
discount rate of half 
price for 20 or more of 
the same app.  
 

Maths Pairs (£1.49) – three App 
bundle: eligible for VPP discount 
Directed Number, Equivalents and 
Multiplication Pairs (or 79p each). 

Contact and further details:  
In school training can be arranged to support 
implementation.  www.jamtecstoke.co.uk  
 contact@jamtecstoke.co.uk 
 

We’ve teamed up 
with Jenny Eather to 
bring her Maths 
Charts web 
resources to the 
iPad/iPhone.  
Try Maths Charts by 
Jenny Eather for 
free, then buy full 
Deluxe version for 
£3.99 (half this if 
you sign up for VPP 
with Apple and buy 
20 or more copies). 
 


